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GOAL: 
Move train from Seattle to Anacortes

t[!bΥ /ƭŜŀǊ άtrainƘƻǳǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜ 
train in its original structure while 
developing plans 

With the Thomas G. Thompson, Jr. Train back in its ñtrain houseò north of the Depot Plaza, the 

Anacortes Museum (Directed by Steve Oakley) and the Anacortes Museum Foundation (Tom N. 

Thompson, President) were the lead organizations in efforts to fulfill the donation agreement goal of 

raising funds for a static display building. 

2012



ANACORTES MUSEUM FOUNDATION BOARD August 13, 2012 Minutes

New Business:
The lengthy discussion centered on a structure to house the Tommy 
Thompson Train. Many ideas were floated and a plan will be developed by 
President Thompson to clarify theproposed AMF ideas and present them 
to City officials. It isunderstood that the city as well as the AMF and 
Museum wouldprefer that the train be stored safely in a facility that 
displayed the train for the public. If possible the train should be set on
tracks that could be extended in the future to allow the train torun 
ÁÇÁÉÎȣ
No time frame has been established.

City Council Minutes 1 October 2012

ñStaff members helped facilitate the return of the Tommy Thompson Train and 
calliope to Anacortes and are working with community members to arrange for 
the trainôs permanent display.ò

ANACORTES CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 10 DECEMBER 2012

Museum Director Steve Oakley updated Council on the return of the train to Anacortes as a gift from Mr. Thompsonõs 

widow, Anne. Mr. Oakley thanked Lakeside Industries, the Port of  Anacortes, Transpac, Dakota Creek, the Museum 

Foundation and numerous individual volunteers for helping to transport and safely store the train pending a long-range plan 

for displaying it.



2013 - 2014

GOAL: Build structure for static display of train

PLAN: Vintage Garage Building north of depot 
plaza

The Anacortes Museum and Anacortes Museum 

Foundation (AMF) continued to lead the train effort.



2013
Various train fundraising concepts were discussed at AMF meetings, and signatures of support were 

gathered at community events, including Waterfront Festival, Farmers Market and Antique 

Machinery Show. Museum volunteers and staff opened the doors of the train shed to the public. The 

idea of a vintage vehicle building and museum was developing as a way to house the Cityôs 

American LaFrance firetruck as well as the train. 



2014

ÅThe Train was pulled out of 
the shed on a few Farmers 
Market days and for the 
machinery show. 

ÅA construction estimate of 
$450,000 to build a vintage 
garage ñmuseumòwas 
rejected by the Anacortes 
Museum Foundation.



2015

The Vintage Garage concept for the 

space north of the Depot Plaza was 

put on hold when surveys  found ñthe 

identification of property boundaries 

between the City and Port properties 

where the planned buildings would 

have been sited. There is a significant 

chunk on the north boundary that does 

not belong to the City.ò



2015 - 2016

GOAL: Build train building and/or operate the 
train

PLANS: A few different routes and buildings were 
drawn up and presented 

The Anacortes Museum and Anacortes Museum Foundation 
(AMF) continued to lead the train building effort, while the 
Anacortes Railway took over the Antique Machinery Show 
nonprofit and transformed its mission to train operation.




